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Ms Marie E. Tipsord Pollution Control Board

HearingOfficer, Illinois PollutionControlBoard

100W. RandolphSt., Suite11-500

Chicago,Illinois 60601

Re: Public Commenton R03-19

DearMs. Tipsord,

As anIllinois citizenconcernedabouttheconditionsof thestreams,lakes,andriversof thestate, I am

gladfor theopportunityto expressmy thoughtsaboutpublicinvolvementin theNationalPollution

DischargeEliminationSystem(NPDES)permitprocessnow beingrevised. Public involvementis the

key ingredientfor astrong,workable permittingsystembecauseit creates,in oneword,

understanding. With understandingthesystemhasamuchbetterchanceof success.TheClean

WaterAct(CWA) of 1972 encouragessuchparticipation.To discouragecaringcitizensfrom

involvementat anypoint in theNPDESpermitsystem wouldbe terribly discouragingas it would

separatethecitizensof Illinois from theirresponsibilityasrood citizens.

My hopesareraisedasour greatstateof Illinois adoptsimprovedcontrolsneededto protectits waters

from pollution. Citizensshouldbeallowedandencouragedto fully participatein thepermitting

process. Maketherulesclear, fair andjust so theycanbeenforcedby boththeAgencyandpublic

involvementfor all our sakes.

MargaretA. Mitchell


